Matching Plan (Agreement)** 
ASSESSMENT AGREEMENT

This is an agreement between                     (Name of applicant/s)  and




           (Name of Adoption Agency)
Now that you have been approved as prospective adopters, this matching plan will help us to work together with you to identify and successfully match you with a child/ren. It sets what we will be doing and what we will ask you to do during this period leading up to a child being matched with you. The plan can be reviewed at the request of either party.

On-going training and development

· We would ask you to keep in touch with us and inform us of any changes in your circumstances

· We will provide you with information about any training and support groups we offer and  maintain regular contact with you every (state frequency by phone, visit or email ) whilst actively pursuing an appropriate match
· We would ask you to commit to attending any ongoing training and support workshops which we have agreed with you would be helpful in preparing you further for a child being placed with you. These will be provided by our agency /consortium as set out below;
	


Identifying a Match
· We will discuss with you a referral to the Adoption Register if we have not been able to match you with any children from the local area after 3 months and are not discussing a named child with you so you can decide whether this is something you want us to do. 
· We will keep you informed and updated about any potential child/ren identified within the agency / consortium and any events such as exchange events, activity days being run in the agency/consortium/ Adoption Register.
· We ask you to respect confidentiality and keep safe any information and paperwork that is shared with you relating to individual children. 
· We will discuss and review your views on the children you wish to consider on an on-going basis, recognising this may change as you learn more about the children who need adoption.
· We will give you information about matching and support opportunities such as publications like Adoption UK and Be My Parent and other organisations / message boards which you may want to use to identify children. 
· Where you become interested in child/ren who are featured externally we ask you to inform us of any children you have expressed an interest in.
· You may decide that you need to take a break or slow down the process due to your personal circumstances and in that situation we would ask you to initially discuss this with your assessing social worker and following this to put this in writing for our case files.
· Once a possible ‘match’ has been identified with a child, we will ensure you are provided with a copy of the child’s permanence report and all other relevant information. This will include all known details of the child’s background and comprehensive information about physical and mental health and development and the implications for the future so you are able to make an informed decision to proceed.
· We will support you during the meeting with the child’s social worker to discuss the proposed placement and ensure that your questions are answered and as far as possible that you receive whatever further information you need. 
· We will also ensure that a copy of the adoption placement report is shared with you so that you can express your views on it before the panel meeting and support you through the panel meeting. 
· If the match is agreed we will support you during the planning for the adoption placement and ensure you receive a copy of the adoption placement plan prior to the start of introductions to the child.
· We will give you details of the agency’s process for making representations or complaints. If you have any concerns or queries please raise them with us so that any issues can be resolved at an early stage.
Any other points to be covered
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